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Three Phases of Test-Driven Reform

of Ambitious Standards

2. Reality of 

as Response to Political Pressures



Common Core Standards Mission Statement

The Common Core State Standards provide a consistent, clear 
understanding of  what students are expected to learn, so teachers and 
parents know what they need to do to help them. 

The standards are designed to be robust and relevant to the real world, 
reflecting the knowledge and skills that our young people need for success in 
college and careers. 

With American students fully prepared for the future, our communities will 
be best positioned to compete successfully in the global economy.



Arizona has been through this 
once before: 

The AIMS Story



ñThese are not easy standards, 
but students need to know 
them before high school ends. 
It is simply too late to set a 
bar at 12thgrade and say ówe 
missedô. 

The test is being developed by 
teams of school 
administrators, teachers, 
parents, students, community 
and business representatives 
and test researchers and will 
test reading, writing and math 
skills.ò

-Lisa Graham Keegan
-Arizona Daily Star, Aug. 28, 1996



ñ

. Challenging all 

students to master the 

fundamentals of a good 

education means we offer them 

the maximum number of choices 

in their future lives.  
For too long, we have offered a 
challenging curriculum to only a 
small percentage of our students, 
selecting students into mediocrity 
through our own middling 
expectations. ñ

-Lisa Graham Keegan
-Arizona Republic, 1998



-



"Parents and policymakers 
who don't spend a lot of time 
in schools don't understand 
that change doesn't happen 
overnightéeducators also 

pointed out that many of last 
year's sophomores admitted 
that they didn't perform at 

their peak, because they knew 
their scores wouldn't affect 

graduation.ò

ñGene Glass, associate dean 
for research at Arizona State 

University's College of 
Education, said the test is only 

appropriate for about 20 
percent of students, those 

going off to college to prepare 
for high-tech and scientific 

fields. Glass said it's 
unrealistic to expect most 

students to meet the 
standards by the time they 

graduate.ò

-Arizona Republic, November 17,1999



"I would like the state 
board to make some 
concessions," Bassett 
saidé.Bassett, a Phoenix 
resident, said she's glad 

that her daughter doesn't 
need to pass AIMS to get 
her high school diploma. 
But she said she thinks 

that parents of this year's 
sophomores likely will 
sue the state if their 

children don't get into a 
college because of 

AIMS.ò

Arizona Republic ï
November 26, 1999



-Arizona Daily Star,  June 27, 2000



-Arizona Republic,  August 24, 2001



-Arizona Republic,  July 27, 2006


