
Creating Conditions for Global 
Competitiveness

FIRST THINGS FIRST



Our Vision
All Arizona children birth 
through age five are 
afforded opportunities to 
achieve their maximum 
potential to succeed in 
school and life.



Investing in children 
from the very beginning 
makes economic sense.



Key Accomplishments

Infrastructure:
Statewide assessment, strategic plan, 

Regional Partnerships, Council 
Members Appointed

Assessment:
State/Regional level  needs & assets, 

funding plans and surveys

Implementation:  
Focused on supporting families, 

healthy children and quality early 
care and education



Quality and 
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FY 2010 Regional Strategies – $123 Million

Evaluation Coordination
Communications
Needs & Assets
Carry Forward
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FY 2010 State Grant Infrastructure Strategies - $12.8M 

Quality 
Improvement 
of Child Care

47%

Health Consultants 9%
Child Care Worker Educ. 4%

Parent Kits 5%

Parent  Education & 
Public Awareness

16% 

Competitive 
Grants

16%

Child Care Worker Compensation 
and Retention 3%



Dollars invested in our 
youngest children have 
the largest rate of return.



Cost/Benefit for Two Early Childhood Programs

(Dollars returned for each dollar invested)

$1.57

$2.28

$1.55

$11.35

$0.16

Returns to Individuals

Returns to Society

1.5 x

4 x

$16.14

$4.10

Total Return per $1 Invested
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Increased earnings

Special education, 
welfare, income taxes

Crime-cost savings

Perry Preschool
(through age 40)

Abecedarian Project
(through age 21)



The Future of Arizona
Children healthier, better prepared and performing 
better in school

Higher percent of students graduating high school

More children going to college

Better qualified workforce

Reduced prison populations

Less reliance on welfare

More involved parents



Thanks You For Your Support!

FIRST THINGS FIRST


